Ivan VI Antonovich of Russia

A great-grandson of Tsar Ivan V of Russia (1666-1696), Ivan VI Antonovich of Russia (1740-1764) occupied the Russian throne for only 13 months, while
still a baby. He lived the remainder his life in isolated confinement without sunlight or conversation, maturing neither emotionally
nor mentally.

Ivan VI was born on August 23, 1740, as the eldest son of Duke Anton Ulrich of Brunswick-Wolffenbiittel (1714-1776) and his
wife Anna Leopoldovna (1718-1746, right). Anna Leopoldovna was a daughter of Duke Karl
Leopold of Mecklenburg-Schwerin (1678-1747), who had already been twice divorced before
he married her mother, Yekaterina Ivanovna of Russia (1691-1733). Karl Leopold preferred
other women to his thick-set, little wife; he even installed his niece, a daughter of his brother
Friedrich Wilhelm, as his official mistress. Anna Leopoldovna, born in 1718, was the only child of this unhappy marriage.
By 1722, Yekaterina had had enough of her husband's rages and infidelities, and returned to Russia with her daughter.

After Yekaterina's death, her sister, Tsarina Anna Ivanovna (1693-1740), took an interest in her only niece and heir, and
married Anna Leopoldovna to Anton Ulrich on July 14, 1739. The next year Ivan was born.

Within 2 months of his birth, Ivan VI became Tsar in October 1740, when his great-aunt, Tsarina Anna, died. He was
transferred to the Winter Palace in an extravagant ceremony. Tsarina Anna's favourite, the notorious Ernst Johann Biihren
(1690-1772)2, acted as regent. His way of treating everything and everyone Russian with a contemptuous superiority
caused deep offence. He caused further dissatisfaction by the heavy taxes he imposed. Ivan’s parents, Anton Ulrich and
Anna Leopoldovna, were ignored.

After 22 days, Biihren was arrested and put aside to be replaced as regent by Ivan's mother, the young and gay Anna Leopoldovna. She was assisted by
Burkhard of Miinnich, who was given the title of Prime Minister. Blihren was beaten, whipped, imprisoned, and exiled to Siberia.

Still dazed by her sudden rise to power, Anna Leopoldovna immediately recalled count Moritz Karl of Lynar (1702-1796), who had been exciled shortly
before her marriage. Tall and slender, with a fine complexion and sparkling eyes, Lynar was immediately welcomed into Anna’s bedroom. During
encounters with the Count, she had a lady-in-waiting stand guard to avoid any interruptions by her husband. From time to
time, Anton Ulrich would make a brief and artificial show of indignation. When Lynar left for Germany "for some urgent
family matters” (taking a large quantity of precious stones with him), Anna needed some consoling, and thus allowed her
husband to share her bed - until her lover’s return.

Married to a docile Prince, Anna Leopoldovna had always lived a life of pleasure. Her new position, and the power that
came with it, served mainly to stimulate her more bizarre appetites. Pregnant again, Anna Leopoldovna spent most of her
time in her private apartments with her favourite lady-in-waiting, Julie Mengden. They were very close. The English
Edward Finch noted: "A lover’s passion for a new mistress is nothing compared to this". According to the Prussian Axel of
Mardefeld, the late Tsarina had made Mengden undergo a rigorous examination, and the report was favourable "in that
she is a girl in every part, without any appearance of maleness".

To her delight, a marriage was arranged between Anna’s two favourites, Lynar and Mengden. Satisfying the two of them,
Lynar allowed himself every licence and become more and more insolent. For a while, Anton Ulrich also fell in love with
Julie Mengden, sharing his bed with her, too.

Anna would spend long hours lying in bed, get up late, hang about her private chambers, scantily dressed. It was said that
she never bothered to fasten her clothes, unless she was attending a reception; that way, she could get out of her clothes
more quickly, when her lover came to visit her. On July 26, 1741, Anna gave birth to a daughter, Yekaterina.

In the fall of 1741, officers of the Russian Imperial guard began to see a more acceptable ruler in Elizabeth (1709-1761), a
daughter of Tsar Peter | "the Great" (1672-1725). One cold December night, Elizabeth, riding on a sledge over the snow,
led the Petersburg guards regiment on to the Winter Palace. There, she woke the regent and her husband. No hands
were raised in defence of Anna Leopoldovna (right) and she herself did not protest either. She merely begged that no
harm should befall her little son Ivan. Elizabeth went into Ivan’s room. Disturbed by the commotion, Ivan, lying in his
cradle, draped with voile and lace, opened his eyes and started crying. Elizabeth picked up the infant in her arms, and
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said loudly: "Pour little dear, you are innocent! Your parents alone are guilty!" She took little Ivan with her.

Coins, issued in the name of the Baby Tsar, were removed from circulation, and large numbers of papers with the oath of loyalty to him were publicly
burned. Meanwhile, the Brunswick family was transported to Riga and incarcerated in its citadel. Elizabeth had intended to send the Brunswick family back
to their Duchy, but a small revolt in their support made her realise that they would always be a threat to her reign.

In December 1742, they were instead imprisoned in the fortress of Diinamiinde. In January 1744, the whole family was transported to the fortress of
Ranenburg, southeast of Moscow. There, 3-year-old Ivan was separated from his family. Finally, in November of the same year, they all ended up in
Cholmogory.

In captivity Anna Leopoldovna had finally learned to appreciate Anton Ulrich (right). As a result, she had given birth to 3 more children2. The youngest,
Alexei, was born on March 10, 1746. On the 18th, Anna Leopoldovna died of puerperal fever at the age of 27. With much splendour, her remains were
buried in the Alexander-Nevsky monastery.

Ex-Tsar Ivan remained separated from his family. Around 1756, as a teenager, Ivan was placed under strong guard in an isolated casemate of the island
fortress Schilisselburg in the Neva River. In the evenings, his jailers, the army officers Wlassjew and Tschekin, joined him for diner, but Ivan was always
kept out of sight of visitors. When he became exited, his warders were ordered to chain him to the wall.

By 1762, when Peter IIl (1728-1762), Elizabeth's unsuitable successor, visited him, Ivan had become - likely through psychosocial deprivation - an idiot.
Peter Il interviewed Ivan, possibly with the objective of naming him as his heir. The visit, however, showed that the pretender was in no shape for such a
role. Ivan confided to Peter that he was not really Ivan, the man who had once been Tsar of Russia, but another man, an imposter; the real Ivan had been in
heaven for years. Then Peter Il sadistically ordered that if lvan misbehaved by calling himself a Prince or angered his wardens, he was to be put in chains
and beaten. When Peter was dethroned himself later that year, he was meant to be incarcerated at Schliisselburg, too, but he was strangled before he
could be transferred. Later that year Tsarina Catharine Il "the Great" (1729-1796) went to see the "nameless convict" and she concluded that "apart from his
painful and almost unintelligible stammering, he was bereft of understanding and human intelligence”.

Ivan VI remained a prisoner of the Crown. As long as he lived, conspirators could use him as the figurehead of a plot to depose the reigning Tsarina. In this
confinement, separated from his family, Ivan experienced neither sunlight nor conversation. He was dressed in rags and often hungry, and his wardens,
escaping their boredom in drinking bouts, often ill-treated him. He never matured emotionally or mentally. He never saw his parents or siblings back.

On July 16, 1764,2 an army officer named Vasily Mirovich tried to liberate Ivan. His guards did what they had long ago been instructed to do should anyone
try to free him: they executed Ivan. Catherine Il had his would-be liberator executed too. Ivan's death gave rise to a new wave of accusations against the
Tsarina, claiming she now had murdered fwo Tsars.

In Cholmogory the widowed Anton Ulrich was allowed to play games of chess, but he was forbidden to teach his children to read or write. Every year, he
wrote a letter to the Tsarina, pleading for the release of his remaining children, but his letters were largely ignored. Near the end of his life, Anton Ulrich
suffered from rheumatism, swollen legs and scurvy. He gradually lost his sight. Thus, Anton Ulrich remained imprisoned until his death on May 15, 17762.

Ivan's younger siblings were released and exiled2 around 1780.
Copyright © 1996-2006, 2011 by J.N.W. Bos. All rights reserved.
Footnotes

1 This is a Gregorian date. In Russia the Julian calendar was used with - in the 18th century - a date 12 days earlier. 2 Emst Johann Biihren, also Ernst Johann
von Biron.

3 lvan's younger siblings were: Yekaterina (1741-1807), Elisabeth (1744-1782), Peter (1745-1798) and Alexei (1746-1787).

4 Both May 15, 1776, and May 4, 1774, are mentioned in sources as Anton Ulrich's death date. I've taken the date mentioned in the most recently published
sources.

5 lvan's younger siblings were exiled to Denmark. There they were watched over by their father's sister, Juliane Marie, widow of King Frederick V of Denmark and
stepmother of mad King Christian VIl of Denmark.
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UBaH VI AHTOHOBMY

MBaH VI AHToHOBWY (12.8.1740-5.7.1764), nmnepatop Beepoceuickuin (17.10.1740—25.11.1741). CbIH reHepanuccumyca repuora
AHTOHa-Ynbpuxa bpayHLWBENrckoro n MexkneHbyprekon npuHUecchbl AHHbI JleononbaoBHbI, MNEMSHHIALE! POCCUMCKON UMMepaTpuLbl AHHbI
/IBaHOBHbI.

MaHudbectom AHHbI BaHoBHbI 0T 16.10.1740 HasHaveH HacneaHuKkoM npectona. Mocne ee cMepTH 1 BO3BEAEHMS Ha NPECTO
MBaHa VI pereHTOM 40 ero COBEpPLUEHHONETUSI HA3HAYEH MO ee 3aBelaHnto repuor .M. bupoH. B pesynbTare npon3eeneHHOro reapameit Bo
rnaee ¢ denbamapLuanom rpagpom b.X. MuHuxom geopuosoro nepesopota 9.11.1740 bupoH 6bin CBEPrHYT M apecToBaH, PEreHTLLen npu
ViBaHe VI maHncecToM OT ero MMeHn HazHaveHa AHHa JleononbagosHa. B 6opbbe 3a BnacTb pasnunyHbix NPUABOPHbIX rpynnupoBok MuHWx B
mapTe 1741 yBoneH B oTcTaBky. ®akTU4eckn ynpasneHve rocydapcTeoM 0CTaBanock B pykax KabuHeTta muHuctpos (rpad A M Octepman,
kaHuJep kHa3b A.M. Yepkacckuin, Buue-kaHunep rpad M.I'. FonoskwH, o mapta 1741 Tacke Munmx).

Bopbba B NpuABOPHbIX Kpyrax 1 HELOBOMLCTBO rBAPAMM W YaCTW BOPSHCTBA HEMELKMM 3acuibeM Npu LBOPE NPUBENM K
ABOpLOBOMY nepeBopoTy 25.11.1741, BosrnasneHHoMy aodepbto Metpa | Enusasetoi MNeTpoBHOM ¢ noMoLbto reapamm MeaH VI 6bin
cBeprHyT ¢ npectona ManudecT o BouyapeHun EnunsaseTbl MeTpoBHbI ONpaBabIiBasn akT NepeBopoTa BOCCTAHOBIEHNEM AMHACTUYECKMX NpaB,
nopsika B rocyaapCTBe M «KenaHneM nogaaqHbIx». [ocnegosan ykas o Bbicbinke. MBaHa VI ¢ ceMbeit 3a rpanHuLyy, HO B NyTy OHK Bblnn
3adepxaHbl B Pure, 0Tkyaa nepeseseHbl B KpenocTb [iuHamionae, B 1744 - B PaneH6ypr BopoHeskckoi rybepHuu, 3atem B ceno Xonmoropbl
ApxaHrenbckon rybepHumn B Xonmoropax MBaH VI Gbin 0TRyYeH OT poauteneit u cogepxancs B oguHoyectae. B 1756 TaiHo nepeseseH B
LLnuccenbByprekyto KpenocTb, rae ero UMs Aepkanoch B CEKpeTe Jaxe OT KOMEHAAHTa, B 0thuLManbHbIX panopTax OH HasbiBancs
«6€e3bIMSHHBIM KOMOAHUKOMY, HE MOT 3HaTb CBOE MECTOHAXOXAEHME.

OxpaHa MeaHa VI nogunHsnack HenocpeacTBeHHO KaHLenspum TanHbIX po3bICKHbIX 4eS1, Nocre ee ynpasgHeHns B 1762 - nnyHoO
rpacpy H.M MannHy; oxpaHe 3anpeLyanucb ntobble CHOLWEHUS ¢ BHELIHUM MupoM. [pu EnnsaseTe nepennaBnsnucb MOHETbI C
n3obpaxeHuem MeaHa VI, nepefensiBanucs neyaT Ha JOKyMEHTax nepuoaa ero LapCTBOBaHUS, CKUranmcb MaHUECTbI 1 NPUCSKHbIE
nmcTel ¢ ero umeHeM. MNpu umnepatope Metpe lll, nocetvelumm MBana VI B mapTe 1762, ero nonoxeHue e bonee yxyawnnock; cekpeTHas
UHCTPYKUMA oT 1.1 1762 paspeluana kapaynbHbIM oduLepam NPUMEHATL K HEMY CUIY W CaxaTb Ha Lienb, a Takke npeanucelsana B criyyae
NOMbITKK €ro 0CBOBOXOEHNS He BbiAaBaTh €10 XMBbIM; NOCNeAHEE NOATBEPXAANOCh U MHCTPYKLME MaHnHa oxpaHe WeaHa VI ot 3.8.1762
(no BocwecTBuu Ha npecton Exkatepunbl |1, Takke noceTusLuei y3Huka B asrycte 1762).

[loHecenus oxpaHsBLumx MBaHa VI B nuccenbbypre oduuepos CBUAETENBCTBYIOT O 3HAHWM UM TailHbl CBOETO MPOUCXOXAEHUS,
BrageHNn rpamoToM, O YTEHWUM LEEPKOBHBIX KHMI, 06 €ro MCKMOUYMTENBHON MaMATH, XOTS 1 OTMEYAIOT NPK 3TOM NCUXNYECKYIO
HeypaBHOBELIEHHOCTb M arpeCcCMBHOE NOBEAEHME.

Y6uT B HOYb Ha 5.7.1764 oxpaHsaBLUMMY ero kanuTaHoM f. BnacbeBbiM 1 nopy4nkom J1. YekuHbIM npu nonbITke 0CBOBOXAEHUS,
npeanpuHsToit B.A. Muposuyem. MoxopoHeH B LWnuccensbyprekon kpenoctu. B 1780 ocTaBasLunecs B XuBbIX ero 6patbs u cecTpbl (0Tey
ymep B 1774) BbicnaHbl B [laHnto Ha noneyeHne TETKM, AATCKOM KOPOMEBbI; CO CMEPTLIO nocneaHen 13 Hux, ExkatepuHel, B 1807 31a BeTBb
BpayHLuBenrckoi AnHacTum npeceknack. bbino Heckonbko camo3BaHLeB, BblgaBasLuvx cebs 3a Meana VI (nocnepHui - B 1788). focTyn k
pokymeHTam 06 MeaHe VI Bbin OTKpbIT nuiwb B 1860-X .

Ucnonb3osaHbl mamepuanbi kHueu: Cyxapesa 0.B. Kmo 6b1n1 kmo e Poccuu om lNempa | do Masna |, Mockea, 2005


http://www.amazon.de/exec/obidos/ASIN/3827192544/joansmadmonarcse
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0500050937/theroyaltinhisto
http://www.amazon.de/exec/obidos/ASIN/3465034201/joansmadmonarcse

